
 

 

 
 

Build a Castle 
 

Description 
Build a castle using a variety of materials 

 

Space Considerations 
An indoor space with tables and chairs where participants can be seated to work on 

their castles 

 

Competencies 
 Creative and imaginative thinking 

 Engineering 
 Organization and planning 

 

Materials 
 Building materials: Cardboard boxes or cardboard pieces, shoeboxes, paper 

rolls and/or building blocks 

 Scissors 

 String 

 Pencils or pens 

 Markers 

 Tape 

 Glue 

 Paper 

 Toothpicks, popsicle sticks or wooden dowels 

 Paintbrushes and paint (optional) 

 

Preparation  
 Prepare the room for a program that uses glue or paint 

 Borrow library books with various images of castles, and have them on 

display for the program to serve as inspiration 

 

Long Activity 

Ages 6–8 

30 minutes 



Implementation 
It is recommended that participants work in groups for this activity, as it can be 

quite labour-intensive.  

 

1. Groups can plan their castle designs by drawing, on paper, elements that 

they want to include in their castles. They can review images online or in 

books, including non-fiction books, for ideas. 

 

2. Here are six elements that participants can consider for their castles: 

 

a. Battlements 

 

Castles often contain battlements at the tops of the walls, with a crenellated pattern 

so those inside can shoot with bows and arrows, guns and/or cannons (picture a). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Turret 

 

A turret is a small tower that projects vertically from the wall of the castle. Cut out 

a crenellated pattern at the top of a cardboard roll. Cut a slit from the bottom of the 

roll to match the height of the castle wall (picture b). Turn the roll around, and cut 

a similar slit on the opposite side (picture c). Then slide the slits of the tower over 

the castle wall (picture d). You can add as many turrets and vary the heights as 

desired. 
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c. Spire 

 

You may wish to add a pointed end or spire to the top of your turret rather than the 

crenellated pattern. To make a small cone to add to the top of the tower, cut a 

circle out of paper and cut out a triangle wedge from the circle (picture e). Then roll 

it into a cone shape, and affix the overlap with tape (picture f). Place it on top of 

the turret, and affix it with glue or tape (picture g).  

 

     
 

d. Flags 

 

Many castles have flags. Use a toothpick, popsicle stick or wooden dowel, and affix 

a small paper flag to your castle (picture h).  
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e. Drawbridge 

 

A drawbridge is a type of movable bridge that can be raised and lowered, typically 

at the entrance of a castle. Below are the steps for creating a simple drawbridge, 

but participants can experiment with other methods.  

 

Draw the outline of a door frame on the front wall of your castle, and cut it out. 

Make a hole on both sides of the top of the drawbridge door, using a sharp pencil or 

pen (picture i). Punch two holes in the walls of the castle, near the door holes 

(picture j). Place the door down flat, and cut two pieces of string the approximate 

length of the holes in the castle walls to the door holes (picture k). Thread the 

string through each of the holes, and tie knots on the back end (picture l). Now 

your drawbridge can be raised and lowered as you pull on the strings from the 

castle wall (picture m).  

 

       

    
 

f. Moat  

 

A moat is a ditch surrounding a castle, typically filled with water and intended as a 

defence against attack.  

 

Use a large piece of cardboard for the base of the castle. Trace the castle base on 

the cardboard. Draw a surrounding moat larger than the castle base. Paint the 
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moat of the castle blue, or use markers. You can paint or use markers to colour the 

castle base and some green grass if desired (picture n). 

 

 
 

3. After creating all of the walls for the castle, tape them together to form a 

square or rectangle. Decorate with markers and/or paint. 

 

Accessibility Considerations 
 Kids should be encouraged to work in teams for this one, as it is quite 

labour-intensive 

 Not all participants on the team have to build; for example, some 

participants can inform the design and help to troubleshoot 

 Offer a variety of building materials 

 Assist participants with cutting and gluing as needed, especially for the 

cardboard  

 Offer easy-grip scissors 

 

Book Suggestions 
Jonathan and the Giant Eagle by Danny Christopher 

Journey of the Midnight Sun by Shazia Afzal and Aliya Ghare 

Once Upon a Dragon's Fire by Beatrice Blue 
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