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The age of exploration is not over. When Adam Shoalts ventured 
into the largest unexplored wilderness on the planet, he hoped to 
set foot where no one had ever gone before. What he discovered 
surprised even him. Shoalts was no stranger to the wilderness. He 
had hacked his way through jungles and swamp, had stared down 
polar bears and climbed mountains. But one spot on the map 
called out to him irresistibly: the Hudson Bay Lowlands, a trackless 
expanse of muskeg and lonely rivers, caribou and wolf—an Ama-
zon of the north, parts of which to this day remain unex-
plored.  Cutting through this forbidding landscape is a river no 
explorer, trapper, or canoeist had left any record of paddling. It 
was this river that Shoalts was obsessively determined to explore. 
It took him several attempts, and years of research. But finally, 
alone, he found the headwaters of the mysterious river. Shoalts’ 
story makes it clear that the world can become known only by get-
ting out of our cars and armchairs, and setting out into the un-
known, where every step is different from the one before, and 
something you may never have imagined lies around the next 
curve in the river.      

 

Edith Wharton (1862-1937) wrote carefully structured fiction that 
probed the psychological and social elements guiding the behav-
iour of her characters. Her portrayals of upper-class New Yorkers 
were unrivalled. The Age of Innocence, for which Wharton won 
the Pulitzer Prize in 1920, is one of her most memorable novels. 
At the heart of the story are three people whose entangled lives 
are deeply affected by the tyrannical and rigid requirements of 
high society. Newland Archer, a restrained young attorney, is 
engaged to the lovely May Welland but falls in love with May's 
beautiful and unconventional cousin, Countess Ellen Olenska. De-
spite his fear of a dull marriage to May, Archer goes through 
with the ceremony — persuaded by his own sense of honour, 
family, and societal pressures. He continues to see Ellen after the 
marriage, but his dreams of living a passionate life ultimately 
cease. The novel's lucid and penetrating prose style, vivid charac-
terization, and its rendering of the social history of an era have 
long made it a favourite with readers and critics alike.  
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Floating in the airlock before my first spacewalk, I knew I 
was on the verge of even rarer beauty. To drift outside, ful-
ly immersed in the spectacle of the universe while holding 
onto a spaceship orbiting Earth at 17,500 miles her hour—it 
was a moment I’d been dreaming of and working toward 
most of my life. But poised on the edge of the sublime, I 
face a somewhat ridiculous dilemma: How best to get out 
there? The hatch was small and circular, but with all my tools 
strapped to my chest and a huge pack of oxygen tanks and 
electronics strapped onto my back, I was square. Square 
astronaut, round hole. 

 

In the aftermath of the brutal violence that gripped  
western India in 2002, Karsan Dargawallla, heir to 
Pirbaag—the shrine of a mysterious, medieval sufi—begins 
to tell the story of his family. His tale opens in the 1960s: 
Young Karsan is next in line after his father to assume  
lordship of the shrine, but he longs to be “just ordinary”—to 
be a great cricketer and play for his country, and to learn 
more and more about the world. Despite his father’s pleas, 
Karsan leaves home for Harvard, and, eventually marriage 
and a career. Not until tragedy strikes both in Karsan’s 
adopted home  in Canada and in Pirbaag, is he drawn back 
across thirty years of separation and silence to discover what, 
if anything is left for him in India
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Whether you're an avid student of the Bible or a skeptic of 
its relevance, The Book That Made Your World will  
transform your perception of its influence on virtually  
every facet of Western civilization. Indian philosopher 
Vishal Mangalwadi reveals the personal motivation that 
fueled his own study of the Bible and systematically  
illustrates how its precepts became the framework for  
societal structure throughout the last millennium. From 
politics and science, to academia and technology, the  
Bible’s sacred copy became the key that unlocked the 
Western mind. 

 

 
When Aminata Diallo sits down to pen the story of her life 
in London, England, at the dawn of the 19th century, she has 
a wealth of experience behind her. Abducted at the age of 
eleven from her village in West Africa and forced to walk 
for months to the sea, Aminata is sent to live as a slave in 
south Carolina. Years later, she forges her way to freedom 
and registers her name in the “Book of Negroes,” a historic 
ledger allowing 3000 Black Loyalists passage  on ships sail-
ing from Manhattan to Nova Scotia. This spellbinding epic 
transports the reader from an African village to a planta-
tion in the southern United States, from a soured refuge in 
Nova Scotia to the coast of Sierra Leone, in a back-to-
Africa odyssey of 1,200 former slaves.  
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At the age of twenty-two, Jennifer Worth leaves her com-
fortable home to move into a convent and become a mid-
wife in postwar London’s East End slums. The colorful charac-
ters she meets while delivering babies—from the plucky, 
warmhearted nuns with whom she lives, to the woman with 
twenty-four children, to the prostitutes and dockers of the 
cities seedier side—illuminate a fascinating time in history. 
Beautifully written and utterly moving. Call the Midwife will 
touch the hearts of anyone who is, and everyone who has a 
mother.

 

 

 

 

In the winter of 1953, Boy Novak arrives by chance in a small 

town in Massachisetts looking, she believes for beauty—the op-

posite of the life she’s left behind in New York. She marries Artu-

ro Whitman, a local widower, and becomes stepmother to his 

winsome daughter, Snow. A wicked stepmother is a creature Boy 

never imagined she’s become, but elements of the familiar tale of 

aesthetic obsession begin to play themselves out when the birth of 

Boy’s daughter, Bird, who is dark-skinned, exposes the Whitman’s 

as light-skinned African Americans passing for white. And even as 

Boy, Snow, and Bird are divided, their estrangement is complicat-

ed by an insistent curiosity about one another. In seeking an un-

derstanding  that is separate from the image each presents to the 

world, Boy, Snow, and Bird confront the tyranny of the mirror to 

ask how much power surfaces really hold. 
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Sam is, to say the least, bookish. An English major of the highest 
order, her diet has always been Austen, Dickens, and  
Shakespeare. The problem is, both her prose and conversation 
tend to be more Elizabeth Bennet than Samantha Moore. But 
life for the twenty-three-year-old orphan is about to get 
stranger than fiction. An anonymous, Dickensian benefactor 
(calling himself My. Knightley) offers to put Sam through  
Northwestern University’s prestigious Medill School of  
Journalism. There is only one catch: Sam must write frequent 
letters to the mysterious donor, detailing her progress. As Sam’s 
dark memory mingles with that of eligible novelist Alex Powell, 
her letters to Mr Knightley become increasingly confessional. 
While Alex draws Sam into a world of warmth and literature 
that feels like its straight out of a book, old secrets are drawn to 
light. And as Sam learns to love and trust Alex and herself, she 

learns once again how quickly trust can be broken.

 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the 
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He 
relates well to animals but has no understanding of human  
emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color 
yellow. Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for fifteen-
year-old Christopher everyday interactions and admonishments 
have little meaning. He lives on patterns, rules, and a diagram kept 
in his pocket. Then one day, a neighbor's dog, Wellington, is killed 
and his carefully constructive universe is threatened. Christopher 
sets out to solve the murder in the style of his favourite (logical) 
detective, Sherlock Holmes. What follows makes for a novel that is 
funny, poignant and fascinating in its portrayal of a person whose 
curse and blessing are a mind that perceives the world entirely  
literally.  
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This haunting, emotionally resonant story delivers us into the 
world of Alice, a single mother raising her three young  
daughters on the rez where she grew up. Alice has never 
had an easy life, but has managed to get by with the sup-
port of her best friend, Gideon, and her family. When an 
unthinkable loss occurs, Alice is forced onto a different path, 
one that will challenge her belief in herself and the world 
she thought she knew. The Evolution of Alice is the kaleido-
scopic story of one woman's place within the web of commu-
nity. Peopled with unforgettable characters and told from 
multiple points of view, this is a novel where spirits are 
alive, forgiveness is possible, and love is the only thing that 
matters. 

Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate so-
cial skills and tends to say exactly what she's thinking. Noth-
ing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding 
unnecessary human contact, where weekends are punctuat-
ed by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. 
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the 
bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. 
When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly 
gentleman who has fallen, the three rescue one another 
from the lives of isolation they have each been living. Ulti-
mately, it is Raymond's big heart that will help Eleanor find 
the way to repairing her own profoundly damaged one. 
And if she does, she'll learn that she, too, is capable of find-
ing friendship—and even love—after all. 
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A tiny girl is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 
1913. she arrives completely alone with nothing but a small 
suitcase containing a few clothes and a single book—a 
beautiful volume of fairytales. She is taken in by the dock-
master and his wife and raised as their own. On her twenty-
first birthday, they tell her the truth, and with her sense fo 
self shattered and very little to go on, “Nell” sets out to 
trace her real identitiy. Her quest leads her to Blackhurst 
Manor on the Cornish coast and the secrets of the doomed 
Mountrachet family. But it is not until her granddaughter, 
Cassandra, takes up the search after Nell’s death that all 
the pieces of the puzzle are assembled. A spellbinding tale 
of mystery and self-discovery, The Forgotten Garden will 
take hold of your imagination and never let go. 

 

 

 

 
Dellarobia Turnbow is a restless farm wife who gave up her 
own plans when she accidentally became pregnant at seven-
teen. Now, after a decade of domestic disharmony on a 
failing farm, she seeks momentary escape through an obses-
sive flirtation with a younger man. She hikes up a mountain 
road behind hoer house toward a secret tryst, but instead 
encounters a shocking sight: a silent, forested valley filled 
with what looks like a lake of fire. She can only understand 
it as a cautionary miracle, but it sparks a raft of other ex-
plorations from scientists, religious leaders, and the media. 
The bewildering emergency draws rural farmers into unex-
pected acquaintance with urbane journalists, opportunists, 
sightseers, and a striking biologist with his own stake in the 
outcome.
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EVERY DAY THE SAME. Rachel takes the same commuter 
train every morning and night. Every day she rattles down 
the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, 
and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the 
same couple breakfasting on their deck. She’s even started 
to feel like she knows them. Jess and Jason, she calls them. 
Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Not unlike the life she 
recently lost. UNTIL TODAY. And then she sees something 
shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s 
enough. Now everything’s changed. Unable to keep it to 
herself, Rachel goes to the police. But is she really as unreli-
able as they say? Soon she is deeply entangled not only in 
the investigation but in the lives of everyone involved. Has 
she done more harm than good? 

 

 

 

 

“Many say I was the best geisha of my generation,” write 

Mineko Iwasaki. “And yet, it was a life that I found too  

constricting to continue. And one that I ultimately had to 

leave.” Trained to become a geisha from the age of five, 

Iwasaki would live among the other “women of art” in Kyo-

to’s Gion Kobu district and practice the ancient customs of 

Japanese entertainment. She was loved by kings, princes, 

military heroes, and wealthy statesmen alike. But even 

though she became one of the most prized geisha in Japan’s 

history, Iwasaki wanted more: her own life. And by the time 

she retired at age twenty-nine, Iwasaki was finally on her 

way toward a new beginning.
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In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, 
once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. IT has been 
boarded up for decades, bit now the internment camps dur-
ing World War II. As the owner displays and unfurls a Jap-
anese parasol. Henry, a Chinese American, remembers a 
young Japanese American girl from his childhood in the 
1940s—Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of 
friendship and innocent love that transcended the prejudices 
of their Old World ancestors. After Keiko and her family 
were evacuated to the internment camps, she and Henry 
could only hope that their promise to each other would be 
kept. Now, forty years later, Henry explores the hotel’s 
basement for the Okabe family’s belongings and for a 
long0lost object whose value he cannot even begin to meas-
ure.

 
 
 
 
 
Composed with the skill of a master, The Goldfinch is a 
haunted odyssey through present-day America and a  
drama of enthralling force and acuity. It begins with a boy. 
Theo Decker, a thirteen-year-old New Yorker, miraculously 
survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his 
father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend.  
Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue,  
disturbed by school mates who don’t know how to talk to 
him and tormented above all by his longing for his mother, 
he clings to the one things that reminds him of her: a small, 
mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draw Theo 
into the criminal underworld.
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Keita Ali is on the run. He is desperate to flee Zantoroland, a 

mountainous black island that produces the fastest marathoners in 

the world. Keita signs on with notorious marathon agent Anton 

Hamm, who provides Keita with a chance to run the Boston mara-

thon in return for a huge cut of the winning purse. But when Keita 

fails to place among the top finishers, rather than being sent back 

to his own country, he goes into hiding in Freedom State a 

wealthy nation that has elected a government bent on deporting 

the refugees living within its borders in the community of 

AfricTown. Keita can be safe only if he keeps moving and eludes 

Hamm and the officials who would deport him to his own country, 

where he will face almost certain death 

Despite cries that are overwhelming his homicide depart-

ment, Chief Inspector Armand Gamache travels to the tiny 

village as a personal favour. There he discovers that the 

missing woman was once one of the most famous people in 

the world. She’d thought she’d finally found a refuge. But 

she was wrong. Her past had followed her there. Had found 

her there. And with growing dread, Gamache realizes 

something horrific has followed him. Has found him. With 

enemies' closing in, and an unlikely group of allies to count 

on, Gamache rushes to solve a murder and stop a political 

plot decades in the making.
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Having survived a life-threatening illness, Kate celebrates 
by gathering with six close friends. At an intimate outdoor 
dinner on a warm September evening, the women challenge 
Kate to start her new lease on life by going white-water 
rafting down the Grand Canyon with her daughter. But 
Kate is reluctant to take the risk. That is, until her friend 
Marion proposes a pact: if Kate will face the rapids, each 
woman will do one thing in the next year that scares her. 
Kate agrees, with one provision – she didn't get to choose 
her challenge, so she gets to choose theirs. Whether it's 
learning to let go of the past or getting a tattoo, each wom-
an's story interweaves with the others, forming a seamless 
portrait of the power of female friendships. From the author 
of The School of Essential Ingredients comes a beautifully 
crafted novel about daring to experience true joy, starting 
one small step at a time. 

In Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?, Mindy invites 

readers on a tour of her life and her unscientific  

observations on romance, friendship, and Hollywood, with 

several conveniently placed stopping points for you to run 

errands and make phone calls. Mindy Kaling really is just a 

Girl Next Door—not so much literally anywhere in the  

continental United States, but definitely if you live in India 

or Sri Lanka. 
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In this powerful and very funny first novel, Richard Van 
Camp gives us one of the most original teenage characters 
in Canadian fiction. Skinny as spaghetti, nervy and self-
deprecating, Larry is an appealing mixture of bravado and 
vulnerability. His past holds many terrors: an abusive father, 
blackouts from sniffing gasoline, an accident that killed sev-
eral of his cousins, and he's now being hunted and haunted 
by a pack of blue monkeys. But through his new friendship 
with Johnny, a Metis who just moved to town, he's now 
ready to face his memories and his future.  

 
 
 
 
 
Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the 
ruling caste of Pashtuns. Hassan, his servant and constant compan-
ion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished caste. Their un-
common bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend 
amidst the increasing ethnic, religious, and political tensions of the 
dying years of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching them far apart. 
But so strong is the bond between the two boys that Amir journeys 
back to a distant world, to try to right past wrongs against the 
only true friend he ever had. The unforgettable, heartbreaking 
story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the 
son of his father’s servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted 
novel set in a country that is in the process of being destroyed. It 
is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the 
possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of 
fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 
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Luke Warren has spent his life researching wolves, even liv-
ing with them. In many ways, he understands pack dynamics 
better than those of his own family. Through the years, his 
wife and children have become strangers to him and to 
themselves. Edward Warren fled home six years ago to 
escape his domineering father. When Luke is gravely in-
jured in a car accident, Edward and his teenage sister, 
Cara, must decide their father’s fate. Life or death? Either 
way, it’s a decision that will change this family forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sher-
bourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse 
keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the 
coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes 
once a season and shore leaves are granted every other 
year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, 
Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, 
the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat 
has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living 
baby. Against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own 
and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return 
to the mainland and are reminded that there are other peo-
ple in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them. 
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Kim Edwards’s stunning novel begins on a winter night in 1964 
in Lexington, Kentucky, when a blizzard forces Dr. David Henry 
to deliver his own twins. His son, born first, is perfectly healthy, 
but the doctor immediately recognizes that his daughter has 
Down syndrome. Rationalizing it as a need to protect Norah, his 
wife, he makes a split second decision that will alter all of their 
lives forever. He asks his nurse, Caroline, to take the baby away 
to an institution and never to reveal the secret. Instead, she dis-
appears into another city to raise the child herself. So begins 
this beautifully told story that unfolds over a quarter of a centu-
ry—in which these two families, ignorant of each other, are yet 
bound by the fateful decision made that winter night long ago. 

A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned 
on its head when a boisterous young family moves in next 
door. Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who 
points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught 
outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict 
routines, and a short fuse. People call him the bitter neighbor 
from hell, but must Ove be bitter just because he doesn't 
walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? 
Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. 
So when one November morning a chatty young couple with 
two chatty young daughters move in next door and acci-
dentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical 
and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friend-
ship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of 
which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' 
association to their very foundations. 
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Edith Hahn was an outspoken young woman in Vienna when 
the Gestapo forced her into a ghetto and then into a slave 
labor camp. When she returned home months later, she 
knew she would become a hunted woman and went under-
ground. With the help of a Christian friend, she emerged in 
Munich as Grete Denner. There she met Werner Vetter, a 
Nazi Party member who fell in love with her. Despite Edith's 
protests and even her eventual confession that she was Jew-
ish, he married her and kept her identity a secret.

Not long after Rhoda Janzen turned forty, her world turned up-

side down. It was bad enough that her husband of fifteen years 

left her for Bob, a guy he met on Gay.com, but that same week 

a car accident left her injured. Needing a place to rest and pick 

up the pieces of her life, Rhoda packed her bags, crossed the 

country, and returned to her quirky Mennonite family's home, 

where she was welcomed back with open arms and offbeat ad-

vice. (Rhoda's good-natured mother suggested she get over her 

heartbreak by dating her first cousin—he owned a tractor, see.) 
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Four chronically homeless people–Amelia One Sky, Timber,  
Double Dick and Digger–seek refuge in a warm movie thea-
tre when a severe Arctic Front descends on the city. During 
what is supposed to be a one-time event, this temporary 
refuge transfixes them. They fall in love with this new world, 
and once the weather clears, continue their trips to the cine-
ma. On one of these outings they meet Granite, a jaded 
and lonely journalist who has turned his back on writing “the 
same story over and over again” in favour of the escapist 
qualities of film, and an unlikely friendship is struck. A found 
cigarette package (contents: some unsmoked cigarettes, 
three $20 bills, and a lottery ticket) changes the fortune of 
this struggling set. The ragged company discovers they have 
won $13.5 million, but none of them can claim the money for 
lack proper identification. Enlisting the help of Granite, their 
lives, and fortunes, become forever changed.

 
 
 
 
 
This is a story about the power of family, the possibilities of 
friendship, the ways we depend upon one another and the 
ways we let one another down. In this tender, entertaining, 
and deftly written debut, Sweeney brings a remarkable 
cast of characters to life to illuminate what money does to 
relationships, what happens to our ambitions over the course 
of time, and the fraught yet unbreakable ties we share with 
those we love. 
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In the year 1792, Sir Percy and Lady Marguerite Blakeney are 
the darlings of British society—he is known as one of the wealthi-
est men in England and a dimwit; she is French, a stunning former 
actress, and “the cleverest woman in Europe”—and they find 
themselves at the center of a deadly political intrigue. The Reign 
of Terror controls France, and every day aristocrats in Paris fall 
victim to Madame la Guillotine. Only one man can rescue them—
the Scarlet Pimpernel—a master of disguises who leaves a calling 
card bearing only a signature red flower. As the fascinating con-
nection between the Blakeneys and this mysterious hero is re-
vealed, they are forced to choose between love and loyalty in 
order to avoid the French agent Chauvelin, who relentlessly hunts 
the Scarlet Pimpernel.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally ar-
rested with her family by the French police in the Vel' d'Hiv' 
roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother in a 
cupboard in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be 
back within a few hours. Paris, May 2002: On Vel' d'Hiv's 
60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write 
an article about this black day in France's past. Through her 
contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of long
-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds 
herself compelled to retrace the girl's ordeal, from that ter-
rible term in the Vel d'Hiv', to the camps, and beyond. As 
she probes into Sarah's past, she begins to question her own 
place in France, and to reevaluate her marriage and her 
life.
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Secrets of a Hutterite Kitchen is a candid snapshot of pre-
sent-day Hutterite life, unraveling the inner workings of this 
closed society and unveiling the rituals, traditions, and food 
of her culture through the lens of the community kitchen. 
Kirkby witnesses the rites of passage from cradle to grave: 
births, romantic entanglements, marriage ceremonies, sacred 
holidays, and other celebrations. Through it all, she redis-
covers what she has always known—that it is the Hutterite 
women who are the soul of their community.   

 

Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells 
the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around 
the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. 
When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosa-
leen, insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides 
to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South 
Carolina--a town that holds the secret to her mother's past. 
Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, 
Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and 
honey, and the Black Madonna. This is a remarkable novel 
about divine female power, a story women will share and 
pass on to their daughters for years to come.  
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Corporal Holly Martin's small RCMP detachment on Vancou-
ver Island is rocked by a midnight attack on a woman 
camping alone at picturesque French Beach. Then Holly's 
constable, Chipper Knox Singh, is accused of sexually as-
saulting a girl during a routine traffic stop and is removed 
from active duty. At another beach a girl is killed. An assail-
ant is operating unseen in these dark, forested locations. 
The case breaks open when a third young woman is raped 
in daylight and gives a precise description of the assailant. 
Public outrage and harsh criticism of local law enforcement 
augment tensions in the frightened community, but as a mere 
corporal, Holly is kept on the periphery. She must assemble 
her own clues.

 
 
 
 
Reeling from a broken engagement, adopted nineteen-year
-old Menina Walker flees to Spain to bury her misery by 
writing her overdue college thesis--and soon finds herself on 
an unexpected journey into the past. The subject of her 
study is Tristan Mendoza, an obscure sixteenth-century artist 
whose signature includes a tiny swallow--the same swallow 
depicted on a medal that is Menina's only link to her birth 
family. Hoping her research will reveal the swallow's signifi-
cance and clue her in to her origins, Menina discovers the 
ancient chronicle of a Spanish convent, containing the stories 
of five orphaned girls hidden from the Spanish Inquisition 
before they escaped to the New World. Learning about the 
girls' adventures, the nuns who sheltered them, and Mendo-
za, Menina wonders if accident or destiny led her to Spain--
and the discovery of a lifetime.
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As a child, Miranda Silver developed pica, a rare eating disorder that 

causes its victims to consume nonedible substances. The death of her 

mother when Miranda is sixteen exacerbates her condition; nothing, 

however, satisfies a strange hunger passed down through the women 

in her family. And then there’s the family house in Dover, England, 

converted to a bed-and-breakfast by Miranda’s father. Dover has long 

been known for its hostility toward outsiders. But the Silver House 

manifests a more conscious malice toward strangers, dispatching 

those visitors it despises. Enraged by the constant stream of foreign 

staff and guests, the house finally unleashes its most destructive  

power. 

 

 

 

 

 

London, 1883: Thaniel Steepleton returns to his tiny flat to find a 

mysterious gold pocket watch on his pillow. When the watch 

saves his life from a bomb blast that destroys Scotland Yard, 

Thaniel goes in search of its maker, Keita Mori - a kind, lonely 

immigrant who sweeps him into a new world of clockwork and 

music. Although Mori seems harmless at first, a chain of unex-

pected slips proves that he must be hiding something. Meanwhile, 

Grace Carrow is sneaking into an Oxford library dressed as a 

man. A theoretical physicist, she is desperate to prove the exist-

ence of the luminiferous ether before her mother can force her to 

marry. As the lives of these three characters become entwined, 

events spiral out of control, until Thaniel is torn between loyalties, 

futures, and opposing geniuses. 
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In Why Not Me?, Kaling shares her ongoing journey to find 

contentment and excitement in her adult life, whether it’s 

falling in love at work, seeking new friendships in lonely 

places, attempting to be the first person in history to lose 

weight without any behavior modification whatsoever, or 

most important, believing that you have a place in Holly-

wood when you’re constantly reminded that no one looks 

like you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The people of Rossmore are divided, particularly since the 
road will go right through the Whitethorn Woods and the 
well dedicated to St Ann—a well thought by some to have 
newer spiritual properties, and by others dismissed as a su-
perstition. No one is more concerned than the honest and 
well-meaning curate Father Brian Flynn, who has no idea 
which faction to compensation being offered for their land? 
But wasn’t Neddy’s mother given a cure at the well many 
years ago? And what about the childless London woman 
who came to the Whitethorn Woods, begging the saint for 
help, with the most unexpected consequences? 



23 

 

 
 
 
 
A car tumbles down a snowy ravine. Accident or suicide? On 
the other side of the world, a young woman walks out of a 
sandstorm in sub-Saharan Africa. In the labyrinth of the Ni-
ger Delta, a young boy learns to survive by navigating 
through the gas flares and oil spills of a ruined landscape. 
In the seething heat of Lagos City, a criminal cartel scours 
the internet looking for victims. Lives intersect, worlds collide, 
a family falls apart. And it all begins with a single email: 
“Dear Sir, I am the son of an exiled Nigerian diplomat, and 
I need your help ...”

 

 

 

 
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost every-
thing. In the wake of her mother’s death, her family scat-
tered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four 
years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most 
impulsive decision of her life. With no experience or train-
ing, driven only by blind will, she would hike more than a 
thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave 
Desert through California and Oregon to Washington State 
— and she would do it alone. Told with suspense and style, 
sparkling with warmth and humor, Wild powerfully captures 
the terrors and pleasures of one young woman forging 
ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, 
strengthened, and ultimately healed her.
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Even in the future, the story begins with Once Upon a 
Time...Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of 
New Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the population. 
From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, wailing to make 
their move. No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges on one 
girl...Sixteen-year-old Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cy-
borg. She’s a second-class citizen with a mysterious past 
and is reviled by her step-mother. But when her life be-
comes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai’s, she sud-
denly finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, 
and a forbidden attraction. Caught between duty and free-
dom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about 
her past in order to protect her world’s future. Because 
there is something unusual about Cinder, something that oth-
ers would kill for.  
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Fire is powerful, unpredictable and contradictory: a  

lightning strike may burn down a village or rejuvenate an 

old forest. The pyre of the Phoenix also gives it birth; a fire-

worm may destroy a tribe, or a regiment of dragons save a 

country. This collection tells five tales of the present day and 

the prehistoric past—a tale of a confrontation in a haunted 

graveyard, of the Firespace where only dragons can sur-

vive, of a boy who is claimed by Fire, of a young man who 

chases the fireworm through dark tunnels of dream, and of 

the long history of the Phoenix.

 
Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There 
is no war or fear of pain. There are no choices. Every per-
son is assigned a role in the community. When Jonas turns 
12 he is singled out to receive special training from The 
Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain 
and pleasure of life. Now, it is time for Jonas to receive the 
truth. There is no turning back.  
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Maggie knows something's off about Val, her mom's new 
husband. Val is from Oldworld, where they still use magic, 
and he won't have any tech in his office-shed behind the 
house. But more importantly what are the huge, horrible, 
jagged, jumpy shadows following him around? Magic is ille-
gal in Newworld, which is all about science. The magic-
carrying gene was disabled two generations ago, back 
when Maggie's great-grandmother was a notable magician. 
But that was a long time ago. Then Maggie meets Casimir, 
the most beautiful boy she has ever seen. He's from 
Oldworld too and he's heard of Maggie's stepfather, and 
has a guess about Val's shadows. Maggie doesn't want to 
know until earth-shattering events force her to depend on 
Val and his shadows. And perhaps on her own heritage.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen 
Chbosky, Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie as he 
charts a course through the strange world between adoles-
cence and adulthood. First dates, family drama, and new 
friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Dev-
astating loss, young love, and life on the fringes. Caught be-
tween trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie 
must learn to navigate those wild and poignant roller-coaster 
days known as growing up. 


